For many years the Knights of St. John have maintained a charitable hospital in Jerusalem. In more recent times this has been an Eye Hospital which currently cares for the eyes of patients from the West Bank and Gaza strip. This year is the X75th anniversary of the establishment of this hospital and this issue contains several articles which have resulted from the work of the hospital, together with an introduction by Sir Stephen Miller who is the Hospitaller of the Order. Sir Stewart Duke-Elder who was responsible for rebuilding the hospital on its present site, was not only hospitaller to the Order, but also President of both the Faculty of Ophthalmologists and the Ophthalmological Society of the United Kingdom from which our present College has arisen. The College of Ophthalmologists continues to have close associations with the hospital and wishes it well in the continuation of its excellent and essential work.
The Knights of St John

SIR STEPHEN MILLER K. C. V. O.
London
It is impossible to discuss the Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem without touching on the Crusades which were central to its origin. At the end of the 11 th century in the era of the first Crusade, life for the aver age individual in Europe was tough-going, violent, manifestly unfair and insecure. A strong and widespread belief that there was an omnipotent and merciful God in his Heaven gave a meaning to human existence which was otherwise not obvious to the aver age individual. The procuring of salvation was thus a general obsession occupying everyone's mind and religious discussion was constantly on the lips of people of all classes. A gateway was provided to this desirable attainment by the universal church's power to grant absolution of sins. With this background a lead from the church was likely to be accepted with enthusiasm.
In the first week of March 1095, Pope Urban II presided over a church council in P. G. Watson northern Italy which was attended by an embassy from the Byzantine Emperor, Alexius and he asked for help against the Turks who had advanced across Asia Minor and were within striking distance of Constan tinople. This advance presented a potent threat to Christianity from the world of Islam.
Pope Urban proceeded to summon the Bishops of France, in November of that year, to a council in Clermont and there he proc laimed, for the first time, the idea of a Crusade to liberate Jerusalem from the infidels.
The response in Europe to the proclama tion of a Crusade was staggering and by the Spring of 1096 Peter the Hermit was the first to be on his way with a large following of Knights and plebs, the majority of whom were motivated by genuine idealism. In sup port of this view it must be borne in mind that a Knight was expected to bring with him the equipment -horses, pack animals and ser vants -required to fulfil his duties efficiently and many had to borrow to join the Crusade by a factor of four or five times their annual income.
The Crusaders reached Jerusalem in June 1099 and encamped round the walled city. In July 1099 Jerusalem fell and the Crusaders "all came rejoicing and weeping from an excess of gladness in order to worship at the Sepulchre of our saviour". This expression of gladness was made following the murder of every man, woman and child of the Moslem (Fig 2) where the Order's flag is hoisted at dawn each morning and lowered at dusk. Palace at the top, a truly remarkable edifice, is a series of splendid auberges where the Knights of each of the seven tongues of the Order lived and had their sway. In Rhodes the Order was again confronted with a constant battle against the Turks. Inevitably, the young Sultan Solieman of Turkey gathered his forces and attacked Rhodes and on 28th July 1522 he arrived with a huge army which he pitted against 2 or 3 hundred Knights and there followed one of the famous sieges of history which lasted for six months. On the 20th December 1522, when it was obvious that the Turkish assault could not fail the Grand Master capitulated to save the civil population from inevitable massacre.
The terms granted by the Turks were as honourable to the Order as they were to the chivalrous young Sultan. The Grand Master's gallant defence against overwhelming odds gained for hill) well-earned renown and on the first day of 1523 the Grand Master with the surviving Religious and those of the islan- The same Grand Master L'isle Adam, vis ited London and was received most gra ciously by King Henry VIII who insisted upon hearing from him the full details of the siege and of the fall of Rhodes. His Majesty gave his approval to the proposal that the Order should re-establish itself in Malta and promised a gift of 20,000 Ducats towards expenses, a gift which was fulfilled in the form of canon.
In Malta the Order resumed its ancient role as the chief bulwark of ancient Christen dom and proved itself an effectual check upon Ottoman expansion to the West. In 1565 Sultan Solieman, now the Magnificent, who had driven the Hospitallers from Rhodes in 1522 still ruled the Turkish Empire and bitterly regretted the generous terms he had given the Knights on their departure. He despatched a huge expedition against Malta which was expected to complete once and for all the work he had begun in Rhodes 40 years earlier. General Dimitri attacked the Grand Master, Jean de la Valette (Fig. 6) . The siege lasted three months against an Armada of 130 Galleys, 50 sailing ships and a great fleet of transport with a landing fortress and the Turks, failing lamentably and suffering great losses had to sail away into the Autumn fog leaving the Order intact.
Malta today is full of memorabilia of the Order of St. John. The present parliament was the Palace of the Grand Master and within it there are murals recording the great siege of 1565 which has been so well described by Ernie-Bradford. I In Malta a large Hospital was built by the Hospitallers; the print of 1588 shows the individual beds curtained in winter and with mosquito nets in summer. This Hospital was still in use in the 1914-18 War. Following the siege of Malta however the remnant of the tongue of Eng land within the Order gradually withered away.
Two hundred and thirty-three years later in 1798 Napoleon Bonaparte seized Malta on his way to Egypt. The fortress of Malta was universally regarded as the most powerful in Europe, but the Order's historical mission of holding the Mediterranean against militant Islam had long since become an anachronysm and the loyalty of the Knights who were mostly French had been sapped by the dis ruptive revolution in their own country. The Grand Master at that time made no real pre paration for the defence of Malta and so Napoleon carried away with him all the trea sures of the Order, its silver, its gold and pre cious stones, many of which lie in one of the French ships, later attacked by Nelson during the Egyptian campaign and sunk in Aboukir Bay. The treasures await a deep-sea explorer.
Today As far as England is concerned, the origins of the Order began in 1148 in the days of the universal church, long before the Reforma tion, when Mr. Jordan of Bricet, a feudal Lord, granted five acres in Clerkenwell to the Hospitallers and on these five acres Prior Walter built the Priory of the Order, a large and extensive building. The only parts to sur vive today are a section of the Church and the entrance gate.
Towards the end of the 14th century politi cal discontent due to the mismanagement of the long drawn-out French war reached a climax. In the autumn of 1380 Parliament chose to increase the national revenue by a heavy and unpopular poll tax. A strong man was needed to carry out the duties of trea surer and the post was filled by the Prior of the Order of St. John, Robert Hales.
In the first days of June 1381, men from Essex and from Kent marched on London under the direction of the notorious Watt Tyler. On the afternoon of Thursday 13th June the mob burst into the City and later that day attacked the Priory of St. John at Clerkenwell to which they set fire (Fig. 7) . Watt Tyler at the head of a strong detach ment of rebels then entered the Tower of London by force, seeking the two Ministers, Simon of Sudbury the Archbishop of Canter bury and Robert Hales the Prior, who were deemed responsible for the new tax. They had taken shelter in the Chapel of the Tower from which they were dragged and executed on Tower Hill. Placing the heads of the Archbishop and the Prior on pikes, the former with his mitre nailed to his brow, the "commons of England" as the rebels styled themselves paraded their trophies through the city in a short-lived triumph. Order was eventually restored and the rebel leaders having lost their heads metaphorically then A spirit of charity was the inspiration of the new orders' work as its motto "Pro utili-Hospital and by that time the Order had little in reserve. A meeting was held in the Jerusalem Chambers at Westminster Abbey to decide on the next step. Fortunately Lady Lechmere was one of the committee and she offered a cheque for £100. This immediately gave new heart to the committee and with this large sum its members could afford to employ and dispatch a surgeon to Jerusalem. The Hospital was restricted to ophthalmol ogy because of the high incidence of eye dis ease in the Middle East. It proved an immediate success attracting patients in large numbers from many surrounding countries. Sir Edmund Lechmere visited Jerusalem in 1887, 5 years after the foundation of the Hos pital and in the Archives at St. John's Gate are preserved personal letters from the Heads in Jerusalem of the three great relig ions expressing gratitude in most felicitous terms for the services offered to their people and blessing the Order for its magnificent work. This building continued as a Hospital from 1882 until 1948 with a short break dur ing the first world war when the Turks con verted it into an ammunition dump and before leaving they destroyed half of the building but it was quickly repaired and re opened by General Allenby. It began work again in 1919. In 1948 this hospital was aban doned but it still stands as a small hotel on which a preservation order has been placed by Teddy Kollek, the Mayor of Jerusalem with specific instructions that the crests of the Priors and logo of the Order shall remain untouched. For the next twelve years the Order made use of two houses it owned in the Old City, one belonging to Sir John Strathearn and the other one called Watson House. In 1960 the present building was opened in East Jerusalem. The conditions of work were extremely congested during that period for there were still many poor people in dire need of help. They flocked to this makeshift hospital in large numbers. It has always been the policy of the Hospital, opened in 1882, to treat anyone in need of care without regard to class, colour, creed or ability to pay. Politics and religion are aban doned at the entrance just as "Hope" is abcln doned on crossing the Bridge of Sighs in Ven ice.
The present hospital which was opened in 1960 has 80 beds and was built in a compound which includes a Sisters' Home, Nurses' Home, Warden's House, Matron's Bungalow and four flats for the young surgeons who spend a year there. The present building was financed largely as a result of the efforts of Sir Stewart Duke-Elder who persuaded many of the oil companies to underwrite the costs. Today the Hospital copes with 50,000 out patients per annum and of these 5,000 patients are submitted for major surgery. This excludes much lid surgery carried out in the Hayward out-patient theatre. The Hospi tal is in local charge of a Warden who is a permanent officer and at the moment is Group Captain A. Morgan late of the Royal Air Force. There is a whole-time surgeon in charge of the Outreach programme, and there are three temporary surgeons who come for a period of a year. Canada and Australia provide surgical help and we fre quently have a surgeon from the Armed Ser vices of the United Kingdom or from the American Society of the Order of St. John which underwrites the children's ward and provides with corneal tissue for keratoplasty.
The guiding principle behind this great hospital is solely humanitarian. It depends entirely on voluntary support in the sum of £1.4 million sterling per annum. The figures of the Out-patient department, wards, kitch ens and laundry (Figs 9-12) give the reader a glimpse of its presentation to the outside world but an assessment of its true worth to its patients can only be appreciated by a per sonal visit including a sojourn to one of the villages with the outreach team.
